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In  New  York,  October  25, 2004 
Ref.  No.  3830/2004-gkny 


Mrs.  Irene  M.  Sommerfeld 


Dear  Mrs.  Sommerfeld, 


enclosed  please  find  birth  certificate  of  your  mother  and  a copy  of  an  extract  firom  Jewish 
registrar.  We  hope  you  find  the  information  usefid.  Should  you  have  any  questions  regarding  this 

letter  you  can  reach  me 


Sincerely, 


Ms.  Isabella  Havlovd 
viceconsul 


Our  address: 

Consuiate  General  of  the  Czech  Republic 


trika  narozenvch  zi( 


Pnina  1877-1910-129-371 


Datum  a misto  narozeni ; 7.11.1910  Poind  c.  18 


Jmeno  a pnjmeni  ditete  : Lilly  Deutsch 


Puvod  : ■ manzelsky 


Otec  : Hugo  Deutsch,  rodice:  Johann  Deutsch  a Mathilde  roz.  Semler,  Poind,  vice 


neuv. 


Matka  ! Karoline  roz.  Bulova,  rodice:  Leopold  Bulova  a Mathilde  roz.  Deckendorf,  vice 


neuv. 


Poznamka  : 


0 , /n 


Ceskä  republika 


RODNY  LIST 

V knize  narozenf  matricnfho  üfadu  

okres Praha 

ve  svazku  ...P.9.lna.l877 roc.  ..1910 strana/list  ...J.2.9 pof.  c.  .371 


Mi'sto  n aroze  ni 

Polnä,  cp.  18 

Den,  mesi'c  a rok  narozeni 

07.11.1910 

Rodne  cislo 

Pohlavi 

F 

Jmeno,  popf.  jmena  ditete 

Lilly 

Pnjmenf  ditete 

Deutschovä 

Otec  di'tete: 
jmeno(a)  a 

pnjmeni,  popf.  rodne  pnjmenf 

datum  a misto  narozenf, 
okres/stät 

rodne  cfslo 

Hugo 

Deutsch 

Matka  dftete: 
jmeno(a)  a 

pffjmenf,  popf.  rodne  pffjmenf 

datum  a mfsto  narozenf, 
okres/stät 

rodne  cfslo 

Karoline 

Deutsch  rozenä  Bulovä 

Poznämka 

Praze  1 


13.  10.  2004 
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40  Srcffci 


gcmütlicf;  in  feine  Äifte  ^ineinfe^iefeen.  dagegen  gab  cd  nuc 
fofoitigcn  6tur3flug,  bie  Ollofd^ine  i)eruingecincn  unb  iniebci-  naef; 
oben.  Sa  luai-  bad  Qllal^eur,  ba&  bec  Stpparat  ni^t  ftieg.  ßilicn* 
t^al  fonntc  nuc  5crabrei[3en.  ein  paar  öc^üffe  abgeben,  bann 
fippte  ec.  On3toifc^en  Ratten  fid;  fec^d  muntece  Singec  um  bad 
acme  Söde^en  angefammelt  unb  fc^ojfen  i5m  ben  „Öaben  cid;tig 
öoll  , fo  ba^  ©egentoe^c  ©elbftniocb  toac.  ®c  übeclegte  bliöfcpnell, 
bei  einem  ©tuc3flug  gingen  bie  Scagfläd^en  in  geijen  unb  bie 
glügel  bcad^en  ab.  Qltit  üollaufenbem  QKotoc  ging  ec  fenfcec^t 
auf  ben  Äopf,  nad;bem  ec  bie  Qltafc^ine  übec  ben  Hufen  glügel  ge» 
3ogen  ^atte,  um  einen  Qlbfc^ub  bocsutöufc^en  unb  faufte  fo  l^ec- 
untec.  Qltit  bec  §anb  l^ielt  fid^  bec  93üot  feft,  um  nid^t  auf  ben 
©teuecfnüppel  3U  fallen.  60  fiel  ec  bid  auf  1000  OKetec,  too  er 
anfing,  bie  QHafc^ine  ^ecaud3unel^men  unb  glüdlic^  unb  unbel^elligt 
auf  bem  * g3Ia6c  niebec3uge^en.  Qlbec  beim  ßanben  bca^i  bie 
OHafd^ine.  ba  bad  ga^cgeftell  total  3ecfc^offen  toac.  40  Sceffec 
mit  OScanbmunition  lieben  ficb  noc^  nad^toeifen . . . 

60  ift  aud;  bec  Qlame  fiilientbal  im  Äcieg  oectceten  getoefen, 
unb  toenn  bec  Scögec  biefed  in  bec  gliegecei  cübrnlic^ft  befannten 
Harnend  fein  Oube  getoefen  toöce,  fo  hätte  cd  ihm  nicht  an  bem 
Oloancement  gefehlt,  toic  fichec  feinem  ©cafen  ^cppelin  bad 
Scagen  bec  ilntecoffi3iecdbocten  toähcenb  bed  gansen  Äcieged 
3ugcmutct  tooeben  toöcc.  Sacin  untecfchcibct  fich  abec  bad  Q3ec- 
bienft  bed  ilntecoffi3iccd  ßilienthal  oon  bem  cined  ©cafen 
gcppciin.  ®c  toac  in  bec  OBahl  feinec  ©Itecn  nicht  bocfichtig,  unb 
bec  alte  Qlbel,  ben  bec  Heichdtagdpeöfibent  oon  ©iinfon  einmal 
gegenübec  OSidmaed  geltcnb  gemacht,  gilt  nichtd.  Om  ©egenteil. 
©ic  jübifche  Qlbftammung  ift  gccabc3u  ancüchig. 

2ln  anbcccc  ©teile  haben  toic  bie  ©cfchi(hte  toiebeegegeben,  bie 
‘Bolff  oon  bec  niebectcäd;tigen  Qlbfägung  bed  gliegecd  ©ommccfelb 
cc3öhlt.  03efanntlich  finb  alle  gliegec  fceitoillig  3U  biefee  Scuppe 
gefommen.  Seemann  ©ommecfcibtoac  auch  noch  nicht  einmal 
^gc3ogen",  hat  fich  öicimchc  aid  Äcicgdfceitoilligec  fofoct  bei  ben 
glicgecn  gemelbct  unb  galt  aid  beföhigtec  gelbpilot,  bec  feine  2lud= 
bilbung  in  Söbecitj,  ^Jofen  unb  ©chneibemühl  genoffen  hatte.  2IId 
glug3eugfchülec  hatte  ec  in  ©chneibemühl  an  einem  Sage  14  glügc 
abfoloiect,  eine  cefpeftable  ßciftung  in  fence  Oeit  füc  einen  2ln» 
fängcc.  OScim  14.  glug  ftich  cc  beim  Sluffetjen  auf  bic  Olfafd^ine 
cined  Äamecaben.  bie  biefee  unoocfchciftdmöhig  unb  unbocfichtig 


r 
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Qlntifcmitcn  bei  ber  Qlrbcit 

U)m  plöl3licb  in  bon  OBcc]  ftcIUc.  unb  erlitt  eine  Id^tocrc  ©cbicu- 

ciid)üttcniug.  . 

®ct)cilt  tarn  er  auf  bcu  Sdi^plab  nad)  SuciScati.  lüo  er  über 

100  ^srontflüge  abfolüiertc  unb  uad)  Sluöiueid  bce  borliegenbcn 
Tiorbbudiee-  Onfanterieflüge  mit  “IBeobaditcrn,  ^f)otograpf)cn. 
CBpmbeniuerfern  ufto.  auöfüprte. 


eommevfclb 


Savj  nieberträd)tige  antifemitifd)C  03er5alten  eineö  OSorgefetUen 

perfetite  U)u  bann  in'  bie  ©tappe.  OBefirloö  toar  ber  3ube  ge= 
jluungen,  gur  Sluggeugmeifterei  fi^  bcrfetien  gu  laffen  unb  in  ber 

©tatiftit  alö  ©olbat  hinter  ber  gront  gegöblt  gu  tocrbem ^ — _ 

luürbe  ermüben,  öf)nlid)C  5dHc  aufgugäpleu.  ©in  S^riege- 
teilnebmer.  ber  erfuhr,  bafi  fein  a5orgefcf3ter  it)n  incgen  feinem 
©ubentume.  auö  bem  Slugtoefen  entfernte,  bat  ipn  unter 

natüdid;  erfolglos  — . i^n  an  bet  Sront  gu  laffen.  QTtoAden 
bie  militörifdien  Ontereffen  aud)  leiben,  mod)ten  gut  am^geb^lbete 
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2liitifcmitifcf)c  Äronacugcii 

giteger  t^rcm  5)ienft  cntaogen  toerbcn,  eä  toac  gleichgültig  toeim 
nur  bei-  2rnti[cmitiämuö  fiegtcl  Ünb  biefer  3la|[enr;af3  glaubt  noci) 
heute  bie  C5ntece[[en  beö  Q3aterlanbeö  bertceten  3U  haben,  tüährenb 
er  bie  Kriegführung  fchtoer  gefchäbigt  hat. 

©in  ähnliche«  Opfer  antifemitifcher  Ontrigen  tourbe  ber 
fieutnant  CDöilhelin  S a n g ft  a b t au«  QSerlin,  ber  beim  CS  -'IR  177 
fich  auberorbentlich  betoährt  hatte.  On  Qlethcl  unb  OKarrebille 
au«gebilbet.  tourbe  er  nach  26  giügen  au«  reinem  Vorurteil  unb 
infolge  ber  militärifchen  danfüne  bon  Q3orgefetjten  3ur  Srupbe 
3urücfberfeht. 

60  Iaht  fich  nachtoeifen,  bafj  ber  2tntifemiti«mu«  einen  — 
toenn  auch  ficinen  — Ornteil  an  bem  militärifchen  QSerfagen  im 
Krieg  gehabt  hat.  ilnb  bie  OSehauptung.  bie  Ouben  hätten  bie 
®if3iplin  unb  bie  Seerführung  untergraben.  Iaht  fich  biel  beffer 
' burch  bie  entgegengefeötc  Q3etoei«führung  erfeöen,  bom  ber  edh'äb* 
Iichfeit  ber  iingerechtigfeit  unb  ber  militärifchen  Kurafichtiqfeit 
antifemitifcher  Offi3iere. 

©in  QSeifpiel  bafür  tonnte  bie  ©inführung  be«  ©dhallmeh= 
berfahren«  fein,  ba«  bon  2ötoenftein  bor  bem  Krieg  ber  ^eere«* 
bertoaltung  angetragen,  au«  bürofratifch-antifemitifchem  03orurteil 
abgelehnt,  nur  gau3  fchtoer  im  Kriege  bom  ©rfinber  burchgefeht 
iburbe.  60  hat  ber  2Intifemiti«mu«  bie  artilleriftifche  QBaffe  lange 
um  eine  ber  toichtigften  ©rfinbungen  gebracht,  um  ein  ©pftem, 
ba«  bem  beutfehen  Seere  3U  Q3eginn  bie  artilleriftifche  über» 
Icgenheit  gefiebert  hätte. 

©ine  gröbere  2In3ahI  jübifcher  glieger  berlbeigertc  icbe  I21u«= 
funft  über  ihre  Sätigteit,  ba  fie  glauben,  man  fönne  ben  jübifchen 
Qltut  unb  bie  Q3etoährung  jübifcher  glieger  nicht  be3tocifeIn.  Qln 
unb  für  fich  ift  biefe  Sluffaffung  recht  gut  berftänblich.  -Unb  auch 
nicht!  QBer  bon  ben  beutfehen  ©egnern  über  feige  beutfehe  ©oI= 
baten  fchreiben  toollte,  hätte  genug  Qltaterial.  in«befonbere,  toenn 
er  e«  mit  ber  QBahrheit  nicht  genau  nahm.  ®ie  gan3e  Kulturtoelt 
glaubte  befanntlich  an  bie  bon  ©eutfehen  in  OJelgien  abgefchnit= 
tenen  Sänbe  unb  OSrüfte.  ®a  ba«  beutfehe  gjublifum  nicht  beffer 
ift  al«  ba«  anberer  ßänber.  fo  hat  c«  bie  2üge  bon  ber  jübifchen 
©ruefebergerei  ebenfo  af3eptiert.  me  folche  faifchen  OBerturteUe. 
bertehrten  Qlnfchauungen  grohge3ogen  toerben,  fann  eine  am  19. 
unb  20.  Qluguft  1924  erfchienene  Qlrbeit  bc«  QKajor«  a.  §oIö= 
mann  im  ©eutfdhen  Sagblatt  be3eugen.  Soltjmann  fchreibt  über 


Xlc.  auofue)^-  eas-^  U'f5>f'ff  -foU  c?^  f U <i.  V'l'lc  aff  Nuo^-^  of 

o(  I'S  un o f*  j|)  I'le-f-  Qoiu  ii^\Crf-e.(ci,  iUoA-  all 

p\io^^  UZ-euf"  (3>f  ’hU-^i)'-'  G -fx'*  -fticc*/^  CoiMU^aciolo', 

^o^M\M<T^^ioi  loras  Uc5>^  drc^fh-toi  v,sc^u u f v^^uu^Mocf-d^ 

I'ui  -fke  i-Tcty^  -hUoc-h  Co<^  i^A-kc/ct-  « R-e  fti-^  l^|Xu,fcc-f  i ©w^  of- 

Co  \ZOiy'  ^o<5ci  jOiJ^-h  U-^o  j-e-o^iV^  -frctj 

3o  b^^l  'f'2,  ^ 1^0  CtLic4.  Scttta  G<'bf‘CCOioM  / Xa' Co<  C<  ^ ^ 

fk  -j'Y^j'uWq'  ^ ^CLL(CLf^ct  ^ ci(Xy  fo  u^ctke^  W 
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l'ci%  KC  SP-GC'f‘  Cl(^oum  “h  Ccf-  fUcL^-  -f 

^-^t'cvvy-er- , Ot.c  oKr+l'^  N-tA  ij^(^i<<- 

Co  Cd  lov.  Y-cuc>(  5^t\i'‘cU  fiti's  t^cLo  CctY^£,(ess  auc’l  <^cc<'k<>-/-  ffe 
hoc(-CS  Of-<-oLol<,u  1%  k t's  ^<0U/i  U4  t p P^(o|  ob'fctt'u.^c^  cc  S^i/f’p'C 

CjDk.c-o.ss  Cou  o-f  4i^  trxxt'k  ‘ 

Af-'fer'  U-e.  y-^cov^rM i w-cc^  sbo^Uou^cX  ct^fUc  cu\-fer4- 

('k  Pp€5Ccc*fc  f H-€^  f-Cek-  c9V/er-  ^C50  f’f-ou'f'  f-CtqU-fs , as  sboopt^  ^ -fi,^ 


CrCGlG»^ 'btcc  ( c,  So-b  Cm  Xw  k loc[)cölC  -fo-y- 

^ t / '^  j 0 , . , 


X^fccccf 


'Hx'i, 


G^v'o.u^  {“  U-tPS^  ptvo  4-cr^  ra.j|jlt-e  v'S  ^ t>cu^ b 4'-ß-fo  kcx.  fx?  ^-5  'efx-  '^bcMT-  -hUciJ' 
-fU-CSc  U'ere  C.Q.  0<x-|-. 

G V^l  I C-  Ctua -|-/'  SGUa'€  f C-.  CX(d~~  of  k Y'j'o  y — ■'frTSLUS'fc  k^P€c| 

"boc^  -f-O  cx  COLMU^  k.  uv /'c-Ct  •/-)'©  t(  5 Z.OU^v  -G  J ß^—  t^S  o ( -C  SS 

-tx^  t>^  d^iMo4€c(  lo  cc.'G||Gtk^  CA^k,'/K-H*^inctKCc.  ^n4U-C9-fGc4rSif-,'o 

^-e  uxxc^  CoccL-vf-eof  as  CO  ^SoMl'Cy-  J^lyCi^cj  iU  d.  -f-rcDi^'h, 

a^G(-£ss  4o  +€,(1  oP  S.,'u.MWc<v-ccxSe5:./P(jrQ.r- 
(o-<C^  -flncf-  SUf-dr^^OV'  Y^u^ovMW^ 
f 1 wACj  -ec-cXkS-e.  U-C.  crc<.s  j'ec.pi'sP  fc-e-orecf  cp/'41^  f-eciy^g  I'ci  bi^ 

r^scolf/  +0  QcXcov.Hf^c^  4x>/^Ue  ^-r^ou-h  . u..’(V-4rv 

rk4^v-cs4s  9o.-Pf€v'^  av,c(  u^((  4^cL,^k-eo(  reuv»ov/«£c< 

^T-o^i/vx  ko-4-Ui'kcj  Ckatf'-e^-^  Ci9  /oqi  as  Ao.1 1' cvv  i’4 / 

-f>-('uwM^Us  < Pac.’ccl  Uß<f>-ec>(  ^4nl4U.Vlcs4‘<?c^coo-fl^ci-{-,'4- 

b-2-(pS  tP-c.  t'ki-cpts7  (i>*/ •Hv'C  fcclU'^r'I^f^cl  t-pb-ßk  I'k  4occ.4  »'4-  fa*^tM.ec( 
-fU-c  UCO.P  -cffor'P. 
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And  now  to  your  qu«stion  concenning  your  donor's  relatives. 

I asked  Anita  Fraakovä  and  her  assistant  to  find  all  the  possible 
infomation  and  here  is  the  result.  Sorry,  according  to  the  data 
in  our  files  it  cannot  be  jud,[ied  for  sure  that  the  people  naaed 
as  follov/3  belonged  to  the  faaily.  The  data  found  in  our  files 
seem  a little  bit  strange  from  the  point  of  view  of  years, 
therefore  it  would  be  necessary  to  check  the»  according^?urther 
sources  or  inforaation  you  have  froa  Lilly  Doutschova's  faaily 
in  New  York.  We  have  found: 

I . Anna  Deutschovii  - born  August  1 ,1903-  Deported  to  Terezin 
on  May  7,  1942,  by  the  transport  At-57.  Then  Deported  to  an 
unknown  place  on  May  9,1942  by  Ax-57. 

2.  Valerie  Deutschovd  - born  Noveaber  26,  1913.  Deported  to 
Terezin  on  August  10,1942  by  Ba-622;  then  to  Auschv/itz  on  May  15. 
1944  by  Dz-554. 

Howwver,  we  do  not  know  if  the  sisters  of  Lilly  Deustchovd  got 
aarried.  In  the  case  they  did,  they  sould  not  be  registered  under 
their  uaiden  naae  but  under  the  naaes  of  their  husbands! 

3.  Karolina  (can  be  another  fora  for  Karla)  Deustchovd  - 
born  Deceabor  22,1879.  Deported  to  Terezin  on  May  7,1942  by  At-56, 
then  to  an  unknown  place  on  May  9,1942  by  Ax-56. 

Since  her  data  of  both  deportations  agree  with  the  data  of  Anna, 
it  can  be  Judged  they  were  »other  and  daughter. 

4.  Hugo  Deutsch  - born  February  23,1878.  Deported  to  Terezfn 
on  Deceaber  14,1941  by  M-9,  to  Riga  on  January  15,1942  by  P-23. 

But . in  the  faaily  fileo  he  is  registered  together  with  Josef inn 
Deutschovd,  her  data  being: 

born  June  13,1895,  deported  to  Terozin  on  Deceaber  14,1941 
by  M-10,  ahd  to  Riga  on  January  15,1942  by  P-24. 

Regarding  the  saae  data  of  deportations,  they  aight  be  the  couple 
or  rnv'j  clOfe  relatl/e«.  (By  the  way,  t’nir.  in  the  or.ly  card 
in  the  faaily  files  concerning  ch"  froa  Prague.  The  other 

aentioned  naaes  are  contained  in  the  general  naae  filcii.) 

On  the  other  hand,  we  found  another  Hugo  Deutsch  whose  data  of 
depoitatnons  agree  with  those  of  Anus  and  Karolina: 

Born  June  22,1903,  deported  to  Tex-ezin  on  May  7,lV'l2  by 
At-47,  and  to  an  unknowni>place  on  May  9,1942  by  Ax-‘i7-  ilis  rela- 
tion tO' both  woaen  is,  however,  questionable. 

That  is  all.  As  for  liana  Bulovi  (Karla  s apther)  we  have  not 
traced  her  at  ".all. 


Sightseeing 

A Walk  to  the  City’s  Sights 
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Jüdischer  Friedhof  Weißensee 

Europe's  Largest  Jewish  Cemetery 

Gallery;  1 • 2 • 3 ■ 4 


Jüdischer  Friedhof  Weißensee 


Address 

Herbert-Baum-Straße  45 
13088  Berlin-Weißensee 


Getting  there 


Albertinenstr.: 
13,  2,  23,  3,  4 
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Picture  1:  Entrance  Large  picture 
© BTM  / Koch 

The  Jewish  cemetery  at  Weiftensee  is  one  of 

kind  in  Europe.  More  than  115.000  Berliners  are  laid  t°/est  here 

The  cemetery  was  founded  in  1880.  It  was  created  by  the 
architect  Hugo  Licht,  who  designed  the  yellow  brick  buildings 
and  laid  out  the  grave-plots  in  triangular,  rectangular  arid 
trapezoid  patterns.  Just  behind  the  entrance  is  a memorial  to 
the  six  million  Jews  who  were  murdered  by  the  Nazis;  stone 
slabs  arranged  in  a circle  are  inscribed  with  the  names  of 

each  of  the  concentration  camps.  . , 

Many  famous  Berliners  were  buried  here,  including  the 
painter  Lesser  Ury  and  the  publishers  Samuel  Fischer  and 
Rudolf  Mosse.  While  Jewish  gravestones  are  normally  sinnple 
and  unadorned,  symbolising  the  equality  of  humankind  in 
death,  many  assimilated  Jews  in  19th-century  Berlin  adopted 
the  ornate  and  splendid  graves  so  characteristic  of  the 
Wilhelminian  era.  Traditional,  simple  gravestones  can 
therefore  be  found  side-by-side  with  elaborate  monuments 
to  the  deceased,  including  such  outstanding  works  of  art  as 
Walter  Gropius's  cubist  sepulchre  for  Albert  Mendel,  and 
Ludwig  Hoffmann's  family  plot  for  the  Panowskys. 


City  map 
Explore 

Berlin-Weißensee 

Opening  Hours 

• 04-01  to  10-31;  Mon,  Tue, 

Wed,  Sun  8 to  17  h 

• 04-01  to  10-31:  Fri  8 to  15  h 

• 11-01  to  03-31;  Mon,  Tue, 

Wed,  Thu,  Sun  8 to  16  h 

• Fri  8 to  15  h 

• Jewish  holidays  closed 

Entrance 

• free 


(c)  Berlin  Tourismus  Marketing  GmbH  • all  information  without  warranty 


Berlin  Tourismus  Marketing  GmbH  and  the  city  of  Berlin  are  looking  forward  to  your  visit! 


© Berlin  Tourismus  Marketing  GmbH 
information@btm.de 
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Sommerfeld  Family  History 

transcribed  from  a manuscript  by  Margot  Sonnnerfeld 

George  Sommerfeld,  my  husband’s  brother,  had  a butcher  store  in  Berlin  (-W 
Hohenstaufenstr.).  One  day  in  1933  the  Nazis  put  a sign  on  his  store  window  which  said 
“Jude”  with  the  Star  of  David.  We  saw  it  and  George  called  the  family  and  our  friends 
together  to  discuss  what  to  do. 

My  husband  Martin  and  I went  to  get  passports  but  we  did  not  know  where  to  go 
because  we  didn’t  want  to  go  so  far  away  that  we  could  not  come  back  quickly  once 
everything  was  all  right.  We  sold  our  furniture  and  some  other  belongings  and  gave  up 
the  apartment  in  Berlin-Halensee,  Cicerostr.  49.  On  May  19,  1933  we  left  Berlin  and 
went  to  Prague  Tschecholowakei,  where  we  met  other  people  who  had  already  traveled 
there. 

Prague  was  a beautiful  city.  First  we  went  to  a hotel,  which  was  brand  new  and 
had  a swimming  pool.  The  manager.  Miss  Urban,  gave  us  a nice  room  with  a kitchenette 
and  we  put  our  large  belongings  in  storage.  Because  this  apartment  was  expensive,  after 
a while  we  moved  to  another  apartment,  which  had  two  and  a half  rooms  and  a kitchen. 

Herman,  another  of  my  husband’s  brothers,  went  from  Berlin  to  Switzerland  to 
see  what  was  happening  there.  Switzerland  was  very  nice  to  visit,  but  to  become  a 
resident  and  live  there  you  must  have  a certain  amount  of  money,  which  he  could  not 
afford  so  he  went  back  to  Berlin. 

I think  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  1934  when  Herman  went  with  his  wife  Lilo  to 
Bruenn,  a few  hours  from  Prague.  They  came  to  visit  us  once.  They  stayed  in  Bruenn  for 
a while  but  could  not  get  along  and  got  a divorce.  Lilo  went  back  to  Germany-to  her 
parents  in  Stettin,  and  Herman  came  to  us.  He  lived  with  us  for  about  six  months,  then  he 
found  a room  by  two  very  nice  people:  Mr.  & Mrs.  Otto  and  Myma  Hajek.  Otto  was  a 
Czech  and  Myma  came  from  Vienna.  Herman  started  some  businesses,  but  I don’t  know 
what  they  were  except  that  he  wanted  to  learn  to  fix  typewriters.  The  Hajeks  took  a very 
good  job  with  a catering  business  in  a theater  and  Martin  started  a floor  wax  business. 
Martin  had  a cousin.  Jack  Gotthilf,  from  Breslau  who  was  in  the  floor  wax  business  and 
he  taught  Martin  what  to  do.  This  business  went  on  for  a while,  but  was  not  easy,  on 
account  of  the  language  difference. 

We  stayed  in  Prague  from  1933  to  1938.  Prague  was  a beautiful  city  with  nice 
hotels,  and  coffee  houses  both  in  and  outside.  One  day  we  went  for  a walk.  In  the  Hotel 
Shroubeck  there  was  a sign  advertising  the  International  Convention  of  the  Odd  Fellows. 
We  went  when  it  took  place.  Martin  had  all  his  papers,  with  signatures,  from  when  he 


became  a member  in  Berlin  in  May  1922.  He  asked  to  see  the  highest  man  (brother)  at 
the  convention.  This  convention  was  only  for  the  highest  members  of  the  order  and  we 
heard  the  highest  was  Dr.  Fanta,  Sovereign  Grand  Master,  from  Holland. 

It  took  a few  days  until  Martin  could  talk  to  Dr.  Fanta,  but  he  got  a date  with  him. 
Martin  told  him  the  story  of  why  we  were  in  Prague  and  that  he  knew  of  the  trouble  in 
Germany.  I met  Dr.  Fanta  too,  he  was  a gentleman,  and  a very  nice  man.  After  he 
inspected  all  the  papers  from  the  Odd  FeUows,  he  said,  "Brother  Sommerfeld,  whenever 
you  have  trouble  here,  let  me  know  and  I will  help  you."  Martin  told  him  that  he  was 
working  in  Prague  without  a license  because  he  could  not  get  one,  and  whatever  he  did 
was  on  his  own.  It  was  a good  feeling  talking  to  Dr.  Fanta.  I don't  remember  which  year 
it  was. 

During  our  stay  in  Prague,  we  had  a lot  of  visitors  from  the  mespoche  (relatives). 
Martin's  sister  Sara  Goldstein,  with  her  husband  Ismar,  stayed  in  a hotel  for  a few  weeks 
but  they  did  not  like  it  and  went  back  to  Berlin.  Ismar  died  and  Sara  was  later  deported. 
My  sister-in-law  Friedel  came  and  stayed  in  a hotel  but  she  did  not  like  it.  We  took  her 
out  and  treated  her  very  well.  When  she  went  back  to  Germany,  Martin  asked  her,  "Don't 
you  want  to  come  here?"  She  said  she  would  with  the  last  train.  Later  Friedel,  her 
husband  Moses,  and  their  daughter  Ushi  were  deported.  Before  that,  their  son  Gert  went 
with  George's  son  Heinz  to  Israel.  We  got  a telegram  from  the  boys,  that  we  should 
inform  their  parents  that  they  were  safe.  The  Red  Cross  notified  us  and  then  we  notified 
Gert's  parents  and  Heinz's  mother,  Liesbeth.  I think  Liesbeth's  husband,  George  was  sick 
and  died  before  this.  Herman  may  have  gone  from  Prague  to  the  funeral. 

One  year,  the  Hajeks  asked  us  whether  we  wanted  to  make  a little  money  on  New 
Years  eve  with  the  catering  business.  We  accepted.  The  day  before,  James  came  to  visit 
and  stay  with  us.  Martin  asked  him  whether  he  would  like  to  make  a little  money.  We 
asked  the  Hajeks  if  it  was  all  right  and  they  said  yes.  Martin  gave  James  his  smoking 
jacket  (tuxedo)  to  try.  It  fit  and  we  went.  At  twelve  midnight  the  theatre  had  an 
intermission  with  a beautiful  buffet  with  small  deli  sandwiches  and  champagne.  It  was 
very  well  organized.  James  opened  the  bottles  and  I took  the  money  and  later  Martin 
came  to  pick  us  up. 

Then  we  moved  again  to  a larger  apartment.  In  Prague,  the  salary  for  housemaids 
was  small,  so  we  hired  a girl,  but  we  rented  out  a room  to  cut  our  expenses.  We  started 
an  advertising  business  named  Re-So,  for  Reklame  Sommerfeld.  We  hired  a convention 
hall  and  had  one  exhibit  In  the  meantime,  my  brother-in-law  Max  came  to  stay  with  us. 
He  was  not  healthy.  I have  a picture  of  the  three  of  us  with  the  name  Re-So.  After  a few 


month  he  said  he  would  go  back.  As  he  arrived  in  Berlin,  at  the  station,  he  was  arrested 
and  deported. 

One  day  my  sister-in-law  Liesbeth  came  for  a week  and  stayed  in  a hotel.  Before 
she  left  she  said  she  wanted  to  take  my  son,  George,  to  Berlin  to  introduce  him  to  the 
family.  Before  they  left  we  got  George  a passport  with  a photo. 

We  had  other  visitors.  Hanny  came  with  her  husband  Arthur  Baerwald;  they 
came  for  only  a few  days  before  they  left  Prague  for  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Cousin  Dr.  Martin 
Gotthilf  and  his  wife  came.  They  also  went  to  Rio  de  Janeiro.  At  this  time  George  was 
big  enough  to  go  to  kindergarten.  There  was  one  across  the  street  from  us.  One  day  two 
of  our  cousins,  Manfred  Gotthilf  and  Ernst  Apfel  (his  mother  was  a Gotthilf)  came  from 
Breslau  by  motorcycle,  but  they  went  back.  Later  Manfred  went  to  Barmguilla  Bol.  and 
Ernst  went  to  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Then  Dr.  Richard  Tuch  visited  us,  and  many  other  people 
as  well. 

One  day  the  trouble  began.  At  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  bell  rings;  it’s  the 
Polizei.  They  looked  all  over  the  apartment,  in  the  drawers,  etc.  and  at  the  end  they  took 
Martin  to  the  Polizi  and  prison.  I called  Herman  immediately.  He  was  not  there;  the 
same  thing  had  happened  to  him.  I went  to  see  them  every  day  and  brought  them 
something  to  eat.  Martin  told  me  the  name  of  a lawyer  I should  call,  which  I did.  The 
lawyer  could  get  them  out  of  prison  after  a week,  but  then  we  would  have  eight  days  to 
leave  the  country.  The  lawyer  got  the  time  extended  to  about  four  weeks. 

When  they  both  got  out,  Martin  decided  to  see  the  lawyer.  Dr.  Fanta,  in  Holland. 
The  next  day  he  flew  there.  Herman  and  I went  with  him  to  the  airport.  First  he  stopped 
in  Enchede,  Holland  because  Abraham  Sommerfeld,  Lina,  Freidel,  and  Herbert  had 
moved  there,  as  well  as  Herman  Wald,  Talchen,  and  Gerda.  We  also  had  some  friends 
there;  Sally  Weiss,  and  Alfred  and  Arthur  Weiss.  Martin  did  not  like  Holland.  They  had 
the  feeling  that  they  were  not  saved.  Martin  went  to  see  Dr.  Fanta  in  Hague.  At  this  time 
he  was  the  lawyer  for  Queen  Wilhelmine  of  Holland.  Martin  told  him  the  whole  story  of 
what  had  happened  and  also  took  the  letter  announcing  that  we  had  to  leave  Prague.  Dr. 
Fanta  said,  "Brother  Sommerfeld,  you  go  back  to  Prague  and  you  will  hear  from  me 
shortly."  It  was  not  long  before  we  got  a Capitalisten  Affidavit,  with  which  we  went  to 
the  German  consulate  in  Prague.  There  Mrs.  Hammerschlag  said  to  us,  "Mr. 

Sommerfeld,  do  you  have  anyone  else  to  go  with  you  besides  your  wife  and  son?"  Martin 
asked  Herman,  "Would  you  like  to  go  with  us?  The  affidavit  is  so  strong  that  we  can  take 
you  also."  Martin  answered,  "No.  I don't  want  to  go." 

It  took  a while  before  we  sold  our  furniture  and  some  other  belongings,  and  flew 
to  Paris  where  we  stayed  one  night.  The  next  day  we  left  from  Le  Havre  for  America. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sobelman,  some  friends  from  Leipzig,  also  went  with  us.  Herman  did  not 
tell  us  why  he  didn't  want  to  go,  but  he  had  a girlfriend  named  Lilly.  We  left  Prague  at 
the  beginning  of  September,  the  boat  left  Le  Havre  on  September  10,  and  we  arrived  in 
America  on  September  19,  which  was  Roch,  of  Jom  Kipur. 

I had  a girlfriend,  Dorothy  Reichenthal  (later  Graf),  who  came  to  Prague  to  visit 
us  and  stayed  with  us  for  a few  days.  Before  we  arrived  in  America  she  went  with  her 
parents  and  husband  to  Cuba.  They  moved  from  Cuba  to  New  York,  and  lived  in 
Brooklyn.  They  picked  us  up  at  the  pier  and  took  us  to  their  home  in  Brooklyn,  Sterling 
Place.  Until  we  found  a place  to  stay  we  paid  them  one  dollar  a day  for  the  three  of  us, 
including  food.  Soon  we  found  an  apartment  with  three  rooms  and  a kitchen  at  515  West 
151  Street,  in  Manhattan.  We  furnished  the  rooms  as  well  as  we  could  and  rented  one  out 
to  a Dr.  Hirschfeld  and  his  wife.  Then  we  bought  a car  from  Dr.  Auerbach  for  a hundred 
dollar  and  we  were  in  business.  Martin  looked  around  the  Lodge  and  met  Fredy 
Schwartz  from  Hungary,  who  was  in  the  insurance  business  and  spoke  German.  He  was 
a big  help  to  us. 

I found  a kindergarten  for  George  during  the  day.  One  day  we  went  on  the  Henry 
Hudson  Parkway  and  got  a flat  tire  near  151  Street.  I stayed  with  the  car  in  case  the 
police  came  and  Martin  went  home  to  find  an  address  where  we  could  have  the  car  fixed. 
When  he  opened  the  apartment  door  he  found  a telegram  from  Herman  saying  he  had  to 
leave  immediately  and  was  going  to  Finland.  He  said  he  would  send  an  additional 
telegram  which  soon  came.  Martin  spoke  to  Fredy  Schwartz  about  doing  something. 

They  went  to  the  Universal  Lodge  and  spoke  to  some  people  who  got  an  affidavit  for 
Herman.  When  the  time  came  for  him  to  arrive  in  America  we  told  the  couple  who  were 
renting  a room  from  us  that  they  had  to  leave  because  my  brother  was  coming  and  he  has 
to  stay  with  us.  These  arrangements  took  a while.  Then  Herman  told  us  that  he  had 
gotten  married  and  that  he  had  to  see  that  Lilly  could  also  come  to  the  United  States. 

Lilly  had  relatives  (two  old  aunts  I think,  who  I have  seen),  which  she  informed  from 
Finland  and  they  sent  her  an  affidavit.  One  of  the  aunts  had  a daughter  who  was  working 
at  the  American  Savings  Bank,  and  the  son-in-law  had  a rooming  house  where  he  rented 
out  rooms  with  a kitchen.  Later  he  sold  this  business.  I don't  remember  their  names  and  I 
don't  think  they  are  still  alive-perhaps  the  daughter  is. 

So  Herman  came  to  stay  with  us.  In  the  meantime  Albert  Horwitz  and  Guenther 
also  came  to  America.  They  often  came  to  see  us. 

When  Lilly  came  to  America  Herman  rented  a nice  apartment  we  found-  on  146th 
Street,  I think.  We  fixed  it  up  nicely  because  in  one  room  he  wanted  to  have  a typewriter 
business.  Herman  moved  into  his  apartment  and  Lilly  came.  She  brought  Willy  Ritter 


with  her.  He  had  nowhere  to  stay  so  he  came  to  us  for  a while;  we  had  the  room  available 
which  Herman  had  moved  out  of.  In  the  meantime,  Uncle  Max  Sommerfeld  and  Aunt 
Trude  came,  with  sons  Heinz  and  Egon.  They  rented  a room  from  Cilly,  who  later 
became  Mrs.  Ritter.  Then  we  moved  to  a bigger  apartment  at  3610  Broadway  because 
we  wanted  to  opened  a business.  Herman  moved  from  147  or  146th  Street  to  maybe 
145th  Street.  He  also  needed  a bigger  place.  He  wanted  a street  level  apartment  for  his 
typewriter  business  and  to  be  able  to  put  a sign  in  the  window.  He  moved  to  the  ground 
floor.  From  there  he  moved  to  80th  Street,  where  he  stayed  for  many  years.  Later  he 
moved  to  a typewriter  store  on  Amsterdam  Avenue,  and  lived  in  an  apartment  near  the 
store,  at  201  West  85th  Street. 

Some  years  prior  to  this  we  received  a letter  from  Fred  Luft  that  he  was  in  Canada 
and  would  like  to  come  to  America  but  he  had  nobody  here.  He  came  from  Krojanke. 
Herman  helped  him  with  an  affidavit  to  come  to  America.  When  he  arrived  he  did  not 
have  much  money.  We  gave  him  a room  with  full  dinner,  etc.  and  I washed  his  laundry. 
After  a while  we  introduced  him  to  Martin  Reichenthal  and  they  went  into  business 
together  selling  something.  Fred  met  Lee  (a  divorcee)  through  Theo  Geissenberg  and 
they  married.  At  this  time,  Fred  paid  us  eight  dollars  a week  for  room  and  board. 

Martin’s  sister  Gertrude  and  her  husband,  Alfred  Jastrow,  had  three  children: 
Julius,  Kurt,  and  Lona.  They  went  to  Bogota,  Columbia  but  Gertrude  could  not  take  the 
climate  and  they  went  back  to  Berlin..  Alfred  was  the  brother  of  Martha  Seelig.  We 
visited  the  Jastrows  in  Berlin.  Herman  came  also.  They  had  a very  nice  apartment.  We 
went  to  Germany  a few  times,  and  we  were  always  with  them.  One  time  we  took  our  car, 
a Ford  Mustang.  Gertrude,  Alfred,  Kurt  and  Julius  lived  together  in  Berlin.  Later  Alfred 
died  and  Julius  went  back  to  Bogota.  Gertrude  and  Kurt  remained  in  Berlin.  Gertrude 
died.  I don’t  know  where  Kurt  is  now.  Lona  is  living  in  Bogota,  Columbia  with  her 
children.  Lona’s  husband,  Manfred,  died  when  he  was  forty-five  years  old.  I think  one 
of  Lona’s  daughters  lives  in  Israel. 

Another  of  Martin’s  sisters,  Natalie,  and  her  husband,  Herman  Wald,  came  to 
America  from  Holland  shortly  before  George’s  barmitzwah  in  1947.  We  looked  for  an 
apartment  for  them.  At  this  time  there  was  an  apartment  shortage  but  we  found  one  room 
and  a kitchen  on  71st  Street.  It  was  one  flight  up,  and  across  from  Inge  Horowitz.  We 
had  to  pay  some  money  under  the  table  to  get  this  apartment,  which  I cleaned  and  made 
nice.  We  also  fiUed  up  the  frigidair  and  paid  the  rent. 

James  Roeschen  and  Arlette  came  a little  later  and  Herman  found  them  an 
apartment  as  well  but  I remember  James  did  not  like  it,  because  it  was  on  a lower  floor. 
But  Herman  did  his  best. 


To  George’s  barmitzwah  we  invited  Herman  Wald’s  sisters,  a brother,  and  his 
nephew  and  nieces,  because  they  had  just  come  to  America  and  had  to  meet  their  family. 

I have  the  pictures.  They  were  a very  lovely  family. 

Gerhard  came  later.  He  lived  with  Max,  then  later  he  was  in  the  Army.  When  he 
came  out  of  the  Army  he  married  Linea  in  a ceremony  at  the  American  Jewish 
Congregation.  I have  the  picture. 

When  Albert  Horowitz  and  Inge  decided  to  get  married,  we  said  we  would  do  it  in 
our  apartment  at  225  West  80th  Street.  We  took  out  the  bedroom  furniture  and  some 
other  furniture  and  had  the  ceremony— with  a chuppe  and  rabbi-in  the  living  room,  and 
the  wedding  march.  In  the  other  room  we  made  the  dinner.  We  used  long  tables,  real 
dishes  (not  paper)  and  a delicious  dinner  which  I made.  Albert  invited  a cousin.  Dr. 
Plocki,  and  Selma  and  he  also  invited  the  sisters  of  his  father  or  mother.  (A  very  lovely 
family.)  Friends  of  both  Albert  and  Inge  were  also  invited.  It  was  a pleasure  to  do  this 
for  Albert  and  Inge. 

Martin  had  a cousin  named  George  Spicker  who  had  a wife,  Charlotte,  and  a 
daughter,  Eleanor.  George  died  in  New  York  on  account  of  an  accident  involving  a hold- 
up. Charlotte  remarried.  Now  she  is  a widow  and  lives  in  Lynbrook,  Long  Island.  I stay 
in  contact  with  her.  George  Spicker  had  a brother,  Erwin,  who  went  to  Santiago  de  Chile. 
Erwin’s  wife,  Annie  (a  Sommerfeld),  also  went.  Erwin  came  to  visit  us  once  in  New 
York.  He  died  a long  time  ago  in  Santiago  de  Chile,  but  Annie  is  still  living  and  I stay  in 
contact  with  her;  we  write  each  other  very  often.  They  had  no  children. 

One  day  Herman  put  an  ad  in  the  “Aufbau”  that  Odd  Fellows  from  Europe  should 
contact  him  to  be  re-united.  Some  letters  came  from  Leo  Steinitz,  Dr.  Auerbach,  Leo 
Sello,  Heinz  Jonas,  Martin  Gunderman,  Dr.  Newmark,  Dr.  Weiner,  Leo  Heim  (not  our 
L.H.)  and  a few  more.  At  first  they  all  went  into  the  Universal  Lodge,  but  later  they  split 
into  the  Arndt  Lodge  and  Heimat  Lodge,  and  later  into  the  Thomas  Wildy  Lodge. 
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The  Sommerf eld ' p 

Father  Adolf  Sommerfeld  hip  firpt  wife  Johanna 
born  Gotthilf,  they  had  6 ponp  and  four  dau/rhterp 
Abraham,  Iv.opep,  GeornSte,  Juliup  Herman  & Martin. 
Daughter?,  Jf^alie,  Sarah,  Martha  & Gertrude. 
After  Ifartm''  Adolf  * p wife  Johanna  died,  and  ^ 
remarried^  Jenny  bom  Aron.  With  Jenny  wap 
another  pon  Max,  po  they  had  peven  ponp  and  four 
daughterp.  They  where  living  in  Krojanke/ 
Y/eptpreuppen,  Sohulptr.  2o. 

Some  of  the  Ponp  hadi  to  to  the  firpt  V/orld 
V/ar,  Brother  Juliup  died  durini»  the  Y/ar 
7/15.1918  he  wap  28  yearp  old  and  he  ip  hurried 
in:  Rethel-Prance . 

Son  Abraiaam  wap  married  to  Lina  bom  V/ald, 
pipter  of  Herman' Wald,  they  had  two  children 
Herbert  & Priedel. 

Son  Mopep  waP  married  to  Priedel  bom  Horwitz, 

pipter  of,  Albert  Horwitz.  Gert  and  Uahi.- 

Son  Juliup  wap  not  married,  ^ MöSes 

Son  G'eorg-e  wap  married  to  Liepbeth  bom'  Kripch) 
they  had  two  children,  Heinz  & Ruth. 

Son  Herman  wap  married  to  Lilo  bom  Auerbach 
no  children.  Later  in  1933  or  1934  divorced. 

He  remarridd  later  in  19  to  Lilly  bom 
Deutpch,  one  daughter  Irene. 

Son  Martin  Married  Marffot  bom  Griep,  one  Pon 
George. 

Son  Max  wap  not  married. 
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Son  dbor/re  had  a bi;thoer  store  in  Berlin  -W 
Hohenstaufenstr.  one  day  in  1933  the  Nazis  put 
up  a sicn  on  the  window  froir  his  store,  which 

"Jude"  ^ We  have  seen  that.  Geor/^e  called  up  the 
family,  now  they  went  tof;ether  v'ith  family  and 
friends  and  i^rbhey  had  problem  nw/  what  to  do, 
I<Iartin  «&  I v;e  went  to  ii^et  Passports,  but  we  P^till 
dont  know  where  to  «o,  we  dont  want  to  ro  not  so 
far,  because  we  want  to  be  the  first  one  when 
every  timing  is  allright  to  come  back. 

We  sold  the  furnitures,  etc.  and^gave  up  the 
apartment,  in  Berlin—Halensee , Cicerostr,  49 
Then  we  went  to  Praque,  Tschecholowakei. 

We  where  not  the  first  one,  because  we  met  some 
other  people.  We  left  May,  |9.  1933. *^2^ 

Prag  was  a beautiful  City,  first  we  went  to  a 
Hotel,  " Axa"  brand  new,  with  swimming  pool. 

The  manager  Miss  Urban  gave  u^s  a nice  room  with 
kitchenett,  our  big  things  we  gave  in  storage, 
because  this  apt.  was  expensive. 

After  a while  we  moved  to  one  apartmen,  2 1/2 
room  and  kitchen. 

a vvhile  Hermani  went  from  Berlin  to 
Switzerland  to  see  what's  going  on  there, 
to  visit  very  nice,  but  to  live  you  must  have 
a certain  amount  of  money  to  make  it  ßor  permanent 
Resident.  Eind  this  he  could  not  afford.  So  he 
went  back  to  Berlin. 


I think  in  Beginning  of  1934  ^ went  with  his 
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'■'ife  to  Bruenn,  a fev.'  hoi.ir^  from  Pra^c.  They 

came  once  and  vieited  up.  They  ptayed  there  for 

a certain  time  could  not  along,  , .got  a divorce 

Lilo  went  back  to  Gerrnany,y  To  her  perent-p  in 

Stettin  and  Herman  tame  to  up.  Hev^  hbp  living 

with  UP  for  about  6 month,  then  he  found  a room 

by  very  nice  people,  lir.  & I.Irp.  Otto  & Myma 

HajeÄ,  Herman  startet  pome  buppinesp  but  I dont 

know  what,  he  wanted  to  learn  to  fix  typewrit erp, 

eu.  <1  2-C-C.Vl 

but  I dont  remember.  The  Hakow  Otto  was  a t^hg^h , 

dnd  Myma  came  from  V/ien. (Vienna) 

they  took  a job  CateringBuppinesp  in  a Theater 

German-Schaupp/ielhaup. Very  good. 

But  Martin  ptartet  a bupsinepp  with  Floor  V/a* 

Martin  had  a cousin.  Jack  Gotthilf  from  Breslau 

he  was  in  that  bupsiness,  and  he  instructed  him 

what  to  do.  This  went  on  for  a while,  not  easy, 

on  account  of  the  larngnage. 

Y/e  ptayed  in  Prag  from  1933  to  1938. 

Prag  wp  a beautiful  city,  nice  Hotels,  CafUae 

houses  in  and  outside.  On^day  we  went  for  a walk 

wont-  in  one  Hotel  Shroubeck  there  was  a sign. 

International  Convention  from  the  Odd  Fellows, 


V/hen  this  startet  vie  went  there,  Martin  had  all 
his  papors,  when  he  became  a member  in  Berlin 
Msty,  1922.  with  all  sirnatures.  He  h-e-wantrurJ 

to  see  the  highest  riön  (brother)  from  the  Conven- 
tion, this  convention  was  only  from  the  highest 
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r:er!>er-  of  the  heard  it  ie  Dr.  Fanta 

foveroi,rrn  Grand  r.la''ter  fror  Holland. 

V 

It  took  a while  tii4f  Hartin  coyiid  talk  to  him, 
even  a few  days.  Then  he  /^ot  a date  to  neet  hir. 

So  r artin  told  him  the  rtory,  v/hy  we  are  here 

I Vs 

dnd  he  knawp  the  tronble  from  Germany. After  Dr, 

Fanta  emapeoted  all  the  pappFP  from  the  Odd  Pellowp 

tt,  J.  T A VVnÄVs  • 

5:e  wap  a gentlemen,  very  nice  roah,  I met  him  to  a, 

V\  ^ \y 

He  paid,  Brother  Sommerfeld,  whenever  you  in -Vq- 

trouble  here,  aa  let  me  know  and  I will  help  you, 
Fiartin  told  him,^  ip  worki  rg-  in  Prague  wi(/thout  ^ 
licenpe,  we  could  not  get  a licence,  whatever  he 
did  wap  on  hip  own.  and  that  wap  a good  feeling 
dont  wich  year  it  wap.  Some  pan  grp  I - 

mugthcLvo».  p. 

But  during  our  ptay  in  Pas^ag,  we  had  a lot  of 
vipitorp  from  the  meppoche. 

Sara  Goldptein  v’ith  her  hupband  Ipmar,  ptayed  in 
a Hotel  for  a few  weekp,  they  did  not  like  it 
and  went  back  to  Berlin,  Ipmar  died  then  and  Sara 
ÄXS  2KXBüa«X3fXIM3[Kl£XM3aCC^^ 

IKXX351ÜC  later  waPt^pui  tibur’t.  cA<2-^o»^VA 
Then  Syipter  in  law  Fried  el  came,  ptayed  in  a hotel 
did  not  like  it,  we  took  herout  treat eJt  her  very 
nice,  and  Mke  went  bacls  to  German-'U. a«4  Martin 

• I * J 

dont  yo\)  viant  U)  oorrio  hiro,  nho  nald  v/lth  the 

lag-t  treiin,  and  la^r^^JPr^ ed el , her  hupknnd^j^ffipep 
and  daughter  U^hi  deportiert.  Bi;t  before^  their 
pon  Gert  went  with  George' p pon  Heinz  to  Iprael. 
eriTä  VJe  got  a telegram  from  the  boyp,  thnt  we 


Phould  inform  the  perentp,  that  they  are  ^afe^. 

The  HecA  Cropp  notified  up. and  then  we  notilled  the 
perentp,  and  mother  from  Heinz^ LiePbeth,  I think 
Liepbethp  hupfeand  George  waP  Pick  -'efore  and  died. 
Herman  went  from  Pra/?  to  the  Funeral.  ? 

The  HaJekP  aPk  up  you  want  to  make  a little  meney 
on  New  YearP  ev.  in  our  catering  bu-PiePP,  we 
accepted.  JuPt  a daya  before  Jamep  came  to  viiait 
he  Ptayed  with  up,  and  Martin  apk  him  would  you  like- 
to  make  a little  mo^y,  we  aPk  Ha j ek p 
said  yep.  So  Martin  gal^e  him  hip  Prnokin^^  thip  time 
it  fitp  him  C^uxido)  and  we  want,  at  12  cl*tTn^.he 
Theater  wap  Intermippion,  and  we  had  a beautiful 
Buffet  del.  Sandwichep,  Pmal  and  Chapa^.  It  wap 
very  ^ood  orginized.  JameP  opend  the  bottlep 

and  I took  the  money  and  later  Martin  came  to  pick 
UP  up. 

'to  a bigger  apartment.  In  Praquie 
hhe  l®?^for  houperaaidp  very  littel,  po  we  took  a 
girl,  but  we  rented  a r^odi  out,  to  cut  our  expenpe. 
Then  we  Ptartet  a buppinep  with  advertising,  the 
name  Re-So  Reklame  Sommerfeld,  and  we  had'^bS^I^- 
tion  Hall, and  we  had  one  excibition. In  the  meantime 
Brother  Max  came,  he  Ptayed  with  up,  he  waP  not  ao 
healthy.  I have  a picture  from  up  3 with  the 
Rte-So.  But  after  a-  few  month  he  Paid  he  will  go  back 
ÖP  he  firrivoa  in  Berlin  on  tho  Station,  ho  waP 
arroptet  and  deportet. 

Then  one  day  Sieter  in  law  Liepbeth  came  for  a week 
Ptayed  in  a Hotel  and  when  Phe  left,  ahe  aaid  ahe 
want  to  take  George  to  Berlin  to  introduce  him  to 
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the  fanily  and  phe  bro'.>^ht  hir  after  after  a week. 
Before  he  left  we  got  him  a Pappport  with  picture. 
Then  one  day  came  H'anny  with  her  husband  Arthur 
Baerwald,  the^ came  only  for  a few  dayp,  before  they 
Left  to  Rio  de  Janairo  from  Praque.- 
Then  Coupin  Dr.  Martin  Gotthilf  with  hip  wife  dame 
alpo  they  went  to  Rio  de  Janairo. 

George  waa  big  to  go  in  the  Kindergarten  and  there 

wap  one*^ropp  the  atreet  from  up. 

One  day  Couaina  from  un,  came  (ffrom  Brealau  by 

Motorcycle,  Manfred  &:  Ernat (^jltt^ilf . two  couain. 

Apfel^  mother  bom 
Gotthilf.  but  they  went  back, 

Manfred  Gotthilf  went  later  to  Barmguilla  Dol.. 
and  Emat  Apfel^nt  to  Rio  de  Janairo. 

Thm  visited  ua  Dr.  Richard  Tuch,  and  many  more. 

One  day  the  trouble  begina.  In  the  momin;;  6 ool. 
the  bell  ringp,  Polizei»  Looked  all  over  in  the 
Apartment,  draws,  etc,  and ' at  the  end  the^^took 
Martin  to  the  Polizi  und  prison.  ’gBweVcdy 


I called  iramidiatly  by  Hermein  and  he  also  was  not 
there,  the  same  thing.  I wen/-t'h^e^^*'^?^could  see  them 
and  brohght  them  every  day  somethin/?  to  eaJ?t,then 
Martin  told  me  a name  from  a lawyer,  I should  call 
him,  what  I did.  After  a week  he  could  take  them 
out  but  v/e  have  to  leave  in  Ö daya.  So  the  Lawyer 
made  it  for  4 weeka.  about»  V.'hen  they  both  came 
out  Martin  said  now  is  the  time  to  see  the  Lav/yer 
in  Holland, the  next  day  Martin  flew  to  Haqllani^ 
Herman  imd  I went  with  him  to  .the  Airpot.  Pirat 
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he  Ptpopped  in  Enchede,  becau^^  in  the  meantime'^' 
Herman  Wald  and  Talchen  and  Gerda  moved  to  Holland 
En^ohede.  Then  we  had  Pome  friend p there,  Sally 
./eiPP,  fron  Alfred  Weip«'  and  Arthur  Weipp  the 
Brother,  but  Martin  did  not  like  Holland,  they  had 
the  feeling  they  are  not  aaved . £o  ]•  artin  went  to 


Pee  the  Lawyer,  Dr.  Panta^ fö'wap  thip  time  the 
Lawyer  T^om  the  Queen  2HXX  Wilhelmine  from  Holland 
Martin  told  him  the  whole  Ptory,  what  happend  and 
he  alPo  took  the  letter,  that  we  have  lo 
It  took  h d=,y  and  Dr.  Panta  Paid,  Br.  Sommerfeld 
you  will  Ro  back  to  Praqae  and  you  '..will  hear  from 
me  Phortly.  It  did  take  not  long  and  we  got  a 
Capitalipten  Affidavit,  with  thip  we  went  to  the 
German  Conpulat  in  Praque  and  Mrp.  Haramerpchlag- 
sad  to  UP,  Mr.  Sommerfeld  do  you  have  Pomebady  to 
go  with  you,  beiidep  your  wife  and  Pon.  So  Martin 
apk  Herman',  would  you  like  to  come  with  up,  the 
AYfidavit  j^iTPO  Ptrong  tfee  we  can  take  you.,  The 
Anpwer  wap  "No"  I dont  go. 

It  took  a while,  we  Pold  our  Furniture  and  Pome 
other  belongingp,  and  we  flow  to  Parip  Ptaved  one 
night  and  the  other  day  from  Le  Havueto  America. 

Some  friendP  .Mr.  & Mrp.  Sobelman,  from  Leipzig  ' 
went  alPO  with  up.  Herman  did  not  tell  up  why  he 
nor.i  nnnt  lo  f/Of  he  had  a girlfriend  Lilly. 

We  left  Prague  beg.  of  Sept,  the  boat  left  on  the 
lo  of  Sept,  and  we  arrived  here,  on  the  19. of  Setp. 
it  wap  Roch,  od  Jom  Kipur.  I had  a girl  friend 
Boroth®  Reichenthal,  later  Dorothy  Graf. 
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pbe  alpo  came  to  Praque  to  vipit  up  i;nH  ±s.±3i'y.E.dt 
ptajued  v.'ith  up  for  a few  day^  later  phe  went  with 
her  oarentp  and  hup‘'>and  to  Cuba, 

But  before  we  arrived  in  Ma  America.  They  came  from 
Cuba  to  N.Y.  They  lived  in  Brooklyn,  they  picked 
UP  up  from  the  pier,  and  took  up  to  their  home  in 
Brokklyn,  Sterling  Place,  till  we  find  a place  to 
ptay.  We  paid  them  % 1.00  a day  for  ap  three,  incl. 
food.  But  poon  we  found  one  Apt.  515  Wept  151  Str. 
in  N.y.  3 Room  and  a kitchen,  V/e  fumiphed  rÄ)  them 
ap  good  ,ap  v/e  could,  rented  out  one>^^om  on  a Dr. 
Hirpchfeld  with  hip  wife,  then  we  boyght  a Car 
froraDr.  Auerbach  for  Z 100. oo  an!  now  we  wap  in 
buppinepp.  Now  I.'artin  looked  ftround  the  Lodge, 
we  found  Ir^^^ng  Schwartz,  he  wap  in  the  Inpurance 
Buppinepp  and  ppoke  German,  he  came  from  Hungary. 

He  wap  a big  help  for  up. 

0n-e>-4^  I found  a Kindergarten  for  George  during 
the  day,  we  went  Henry  Huddon  Parkv/ay  we  got 

a flat  near  our  151  Street,  ks.  I ptayed  with  the 
car,  in  cape  thepolice  ip  comina  and  Martin  went 
home,  to  look  for  the  addrepp  where  we  cxDuld  have 
fixed  the  car. When  he  opend  the  door,  he  found  a 
telegramra  from  Herman,  he  ha^  to  leave  immidiatly 
he  ip  going  toPiinld.  and  will  pend  up  a new  telegram 
FOQca  the  telegram  csme,  Kartir.  p:)Qke  to  Freoy 
Schwartz,  wo  have  to  do  Porno thing,  po  thoy  went  in 
the  Univerpal  Lodge  and  ppoke  to  Pome  people  and 
we  got  a affidavit  for  Herman.  When  the  time  came 
that  he  ip  coming  to  Amerika,  we  paid  to  our  Couple 
who  rented  the  room  they  have  io  leavf  becaup  my 
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ny  brother  canep  and  he  har  tostay  with  up. 

Thip  went  on  for  a while.  So  he  told  up  he  »^ot 
married,  and  he  hap  to  pee  that  Lilly  can  come  to 
the  United  Statep,  Lilly  had  Relativep  here,  which 
phe  informed  from  Finnland,  and  they  pend  her  Affi 
<3avid,  I think  ^^l^untp,  aid  ladyp,  I have  peen  them. 
One  had  a daughter,  phe  wap  working  by  the  Am.Sav. 
bank,  the  pon  in  la^v  had  a Rooming  Houpe,vhere  he 
rented  out  Roorop  with  kitchen. Later  he  pold  thip 
b'i;ppinepp,  I dont  remembertheir  name?  and  I dont 
think  they  live,  maby  the  daughter. 

So  Herman  Ptayed  with  up.  In  the  meantime  Albert 
Horwitz  und  Guenther  came  alpo  to  amerika.  They 
came  very  often  to  up. 

Noor/  the  time  came?  tht  Lilli/  comep,  Hermann,  rented 
and  we  fotond  a;^:ice  apr^  on  1^6  St  I think,  we 
fixed  it  up  nicely,  becaupe  in  one  Room  he  wanted 
to  make  bupainepp  v*ith  typewriter?.  Herman  moved 
in  hip  apt.  Lilly  aame,  when  Phe  came  V/illy  Ritter 
came  with  her,  he  had  no  where  to  ptay,  he  came  to 
UP,  n'nw  'ee  had  the  room  free,  becaupe  herman  moved. 
Willy  Ritter  ptayed  with  ä for  a while.  In  the  men- 


with  ponp  Hein 


X 


time*T?Sa  Sommerf  eld  "^^^rude  came  , ^ 

and  6tKrkxx±  Egon  and  they  rented  a room  for  Cilly 

became  later  Mrp.  Ritter.  Then  we  moved  to  a big/>er 
place,  3610  3ro2d«ay,  becauPe  we  '/--anted  to  open  a 
buppinopp.  lliorman'  moved  from  147  or  ? to  14  5? 
he  need  a bigger  Pl->ce,^  he  alPO  wante^^a^Ä^^^or 
hip  typewriter  bajppinepp,  to  put  on  a pign  in  the 
window,  Po  he  moved  grand  floor.  Prom  there  he 
moved  to  80  Street,  for  many  yearp,  he^ap  there. 


Irene 
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from  there  he  moved  to , Am°t erdarr  Ave.  in  a xaiK. 
ptore,  alpo  typewri terp but  thir  time  they 
moved  in  a apt.  2ol  V/e^t  85  Street  near  the  ptore. 
But  pome  Year?  before  we  got  a letter  from  Fred 
Luft  he  ip  in  Canada  and  would  like  to  come  to 
America,  he  had  nobody  here,  he  came  from  Hrojanke. 
So,  Herman  helped  him  with  an  affidavid  to  come  to 
America.  When  he  came  he  had  not  mijch  money, 
we  gave  him  a room  with  full  Dinner  etc,  I waphed 
for  him  the  laundry,  and  after  a while  v/e  introducet 
To  Martin  Reichenthal  and  they  both  went  in 
buppinepp  to^^ether  Polling  pomething.  Then  Fred 
met  Lee  (phe  wap  divorced)  thrue  Theo  Geippenberg 
and  they  married. Thip  time  Fred  payp  up  for  Room 
and  Board  S 8.00  a week.  ^ 


I rene  : 


-11- 

■■  ^ '-er  t r i.i  ri  e Jnr^t  >,0^.  x L 
three  ChiUlren,  J,,Uue  Ker-r^.T"'”" 

--ore.  COX..,.,  ,u..:/,:;;;r:::  - 

OJ  . artha  Seeli;,.  ;i„t  later  i,;nt  T 
take  the  KlU,a  ana  they  went  h«',  ! 

-Ve  vieitea  th^-.^^  ^ «er,.-, any  .Berlin; 

APt.We  went  to  Germany  a few  t“: 

alwpvQ  +/^«._xl „ We  wap 


alwayp  to/^eth p-r  n 4. 

along^So  Aunt'Troae 

lived  them  in  Berlin  Lat  rt'^"  Juline 

--ion  went  hek  to  ,h 

remeinee  ü,.  Berlin,  then  LntlrZTJjT 

knov;  wh  ere  Knrt  in ’now.  ""  ^ ^°"t 

Hennan  &■  Natali  p Vlai  /-.  ^ 

cti.d.j.ie  v/,al(j  came  fron  Hollonri  * 

.taoi,  ,,.  ™ <”•'«. 

™ ..  1.« 

“ *”•■  ••  f.™<  0».  „0. 4 u.j“'  „ 

..r„.  1 ,u„,  H.„u1  ” . 

and  made  in  nice,  we  had  to  o=.  cleaned 

table  to  «et  thiö  ana  ! ! ^he 

and  paid  the  rent.  ’ fri-r^idair 

Jamep  Roeechen  & Arlette  came  a littlp  i + 

tii^  Herman the  p«m  +v,-  ^ later, ^ and  ^r 

fnr,  Tr  ® t.hem,v^at  we  did 

for  fferman  & Natalie  but  t „ u ^ ^ 

It>e  b remember  Janee  did  nor 

Vn.t.bncaur^o  It  v^i  on  a lower  floor  i3ot  h 
did  hip  bGPt.  iJ-Oor.Bot  Herman 

On  George 'P  Barmitzwah  we  invited  Sip+  ^ 

Nephew  and  Nieceo  „ ^ntited  Sietere  & 1 Brother 

niecep  from  Herman  V/ald  . becanpp  +v, 

came  to  America  and  thev  bnt^  + ' ' jupt 

-ney  had  to  meet  -tetp  fnin-iT-ir  t u 
the  piotoree.Very  lovely  family.  ^ 

Ä!r  ^ 


" A- 


xrGi:& ; 

Cferba.rO  r.ar  e Inter,  he  wae  livinr.  v.ith  iax,  the.i 
he  vae  in  the  Arny,  when  he  cane  oi.’t  he  rarried 
Linea,  the  cerer.ony  wap*  in  the  Ar^erican  Jev.’ieh 
Con^.re.'tation,  I have  the  picture. 

Albert  Hp-nvitz  v Infre. 

V'hen  Albert  Horwitz  met  inf:e  and  one  day  they 
dicidet  to  /?et  married.  V/e  pad  we  will  do  it  in  our 
Apartment .225  V/e^'t  8o  Street. 

V.’e  took  out  the  Bedroom  furniture  and  Pome  other 
furniture,  in  the  Livinr:  room  wap  the  Ceremony 
with  Chuppe  and  Rai>bi,  and  the  V/eddinfr  I. arch, 
in  the  other  ^oom  we  made  the  Dinner,  lon^  tablep 
real  Diphep  (not  paper)  and  a delicioup  Dinner 
which  I made.  Albert  had  a coupin,DS,  Plocki  & Selrra 
and  alpo  he  had  PiPterp  of  hip  father  od  lother 
a very  lovely  family,  and  alpo  Porae  friendp  from  botl 
It  W8P  a pleapure  to  do  thip  for  Albert  In/te. 


-13- 


I.artin  Herr,  an  etc.  ha''.!  a cousin,  Geor/re  Spicker 
hip  u'ife  Chnrlotte  and  dau-echter  Elonor.  George  died 
in  N.Y.  on  account  of  one  accident . (Hold  up  etc.) 
Charlotte  XS252CI1Q52DC  remarried,  now  ehe  ip  a widow, 
live?  in  Lynbrook  L.I.  1/  etay  in  Contact  with  her. 
Georce  Spicker  had  a brother  Erwin,  they  went  to 
Santiago  de  Chile,  hia  wife  Annie  born  Sommerfeld 
Erwin  came  once  to  vi^it  up  in  N.Y.  he  died  in 
Santiago  de  Chile  a long  time  ago,  but  Annie  ip  Ptill 
living  and  i Ptajr  in  Contact  with  her,  we  write 
ech  other  very  often,  they  have  no  children. 

One  day  Herman  put  a ad  in  the  "Aufbau"  Odd  Fellow 'p 
from  Europe  phould  contact  him  to  be  re-united. 

Some  letterp  came. Leo  Steinitz, Dr. Auerbach, Leo  Sello 
Heinz  Jonae,  r.artin  Gund erraan ,Dr .Newmark  and  a few 
more,  They  all  went  in  firpt  in  the  Univerpal  Lod,^e 
and  later  they  aplit  and  went  into  the  Arndt  Lodge 
and  Heimat  Lodge,  and  then  later  Thomap  V/ildy  Lodge 
I forgot  Dr.  ’«"einer,  Leo  Heim  (not  our  L.H.) 

N .D. Auntfl^ud e Japtrow,  their  daughter  i li^'ing 
in  Bogota,  Columbia,  with  their  children  her 
hupband  Manfred  died  with  45  Year?  I think  one 
daughter  from  Lona  livep  in  Iprael.  Lona  ip  the 
name  from  the  daughter  from  Trude. 


^ .'JK5£PcK  JESi  --i  - 

JENNY  SOMMERFELD  -/.PD 

SE3  l2  6.l86ß  QES7  i2 
?UM  EWIBEN  EEDtNKEf. 
ADOLF  SOMMERFELD  AVf-= 

QES.  9.  LteS4  GEBT  e.S,»9B7  Iff 


JUUUS  SOMMERFELD 

ITLI890  BEST LWiUKRtEG  !9I8 


BEB 


ABRAHAM  SOMMERFELD 

&£a  32.  7.  IM4  OCR  HMLANO  1942 


LINA  SOMMERPBLO  beb  WALD 

sea  34.  a >4M  BtK  HOLLAMO  IS42 

FRIEDEL  SOMMERFELD  toptter  atsiot  and 

HERBERT  SOMMERFELC  SOHN 

EBSCHOSSM  IN  HnUkND  1943 

MOSES  SOMMERFELD 

Cfa30.3IBB7  0IRH.iai»42 

FRIEDEL  SOMMERFEL0«e»HORWIT2 

BEB  iaaiaas  oei>3aiai943 
URSULA  SOMMERFELD  tochtfs 
BEa  37  3.  f93B  Oil!  39  10. 1943 

MAX  SOMMERFELD 

SEB.  24  41902  DEE'JB  la  1942 
DAVID  MAYER  sea  a 2 1891  OFF  94, 

i^APTHA  MAYER  SEB  SOMMERFELD 

EE3  !9  S 1993  DIP  l.tl  t94l 

y»AlD«“  '7  13.1922  CEP  HO.,Ar.r 
7 iN  =RlF.D5NL 
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End  of  Irene  Sommerfeld  collection. 


